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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to 1) knowledge, attitude and behavior to promote oral
health among the elderly, 2) social support in promoting oral health among the elderly, 3) the
relationship between knowledge, attitudes, and social support and oral health promotion behaviors
among older adults. The conceptual framework was applied the knowledge, attitudes and
behavior theory of Benjamin Bloom's. The study methodology was a quantitative research. The
population consisted of 1,694 elderly persons. The sample group was determined by proportion
according to the Kochen concept, totaling 338 persons, by systematic random sampling. The
research instruments consisted of a knowledge test and a questionnaire. Statistics used for the data
analysis such as percentage, mean and standard deviation, and Pearson and Spearman correlation
coefficient.

The results of the study found that 1) the knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors related
to oral health care among the elderly were at a high mean level, 2) social support in promoting
oral health among older adults was at a high average level, 3) knowledge about oral health care
and social support in promoting oral health among older adults are positively associated with
oral health—promoting behaviors of older adults, with statistical significance at the .01 level.

Attitudes have no relationship with oral health promotion behaviors among the elderly.
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